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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
SERIAL NO:

77/940881

MARK: STOP THE ISLAMIZATION OF
AMERICA
CORRESPONDENT ADDRESS:
GELLER, PAMELA
1040 1ST AVE
NEW YORK, NY 10022-2991

*77940881*
RESPOND TO THIS ACTION:
http://www.uspto.gov/teas/eTEASpageD.htm
GENERAL TRADEMARK INFORMATION:

http://www.uspto.gov/main/trademarks.htm

APPLICANT:

Geller, Pamela

CORRESPONDENT’S REFERENCE/DOCKET
NO:
N/A
CORRESPONDENT E-MAIL ADDRESS:
writeatlas@aol.com

OFFICE ACTION
TO AVOID ABANDONMENT, THE OFFICE MUST RECEIVE A PROPER RESPONSE TO THIS
OFFICE ACTION WITHIN 6 MONTHS OF THE ISSUE/MAILING DATE.
ISSUE/MAILING DATE: 4/28/2010

TEAS PLUS APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT DOCUMENTS ELECTRONICALLY OR SUBMIT FEE:
Applicants who filed their application online using the reduced-fee TEAS Plus application must continue
to submit certain documents online using TEAS, including responses to Office actions. For a complete
list of these documents, see TMEP §819.02(b). In addition, such applicants must accept correspondence
from the Office via e-mail throughout the examination process and must maintain a valid e-mail address.
37 C.F.R. §2.23(a)(2); TMEP §§819, 819.02(a). TEAS Plus applicants who do not meet these
requirements must submit an additional fee of $50 per international class of goods and/or services. 37
C.F.R. §2.6(a)(1)(iv); TMEP §819.04. Responding by telephone to authorize an examiner’s amendment
will not incur this additional fee.

The referenced application has been reviewed by the assigned trademark examining attorney. Applicant
must respond timely and completely to the issue below. 15 U.S.C. §1062(b); 37 C.F.R. §§2.62(a), 2.65(a);
TMEP §§711, 718.03.
NO CONFLICTING MARK NOTED
The trademark examining attorney has searched the Office’s database of registered and pending marks
and has found no conflicting marks that would bar registration under Trademark Act Section 2(d). TMEP
§704.02; see 15 U.S.C. §1052(d).
SECTION 2(a) –DISPARAGING
Registration is refused because the applied-for mark consists of or includes matter which may disparage or
bring into contempt or disrepute persons, institutions, beliefs or national symbols. Trademark Act Section
2(a), 15 U.S.C. §1052(a); see Order Sons of Italy in Am. v. Memphis Mafia, Inc., 52 USPQ2d 1364 (TTAB
1999); Harjo v. Pro-Football, Inc., 50 USPQ2d 1705 (TTAB 1999), rev’d on other grounds, 284 F. Supp.
2d 96, 68 USPQ2d 1225 (D.D.C. 2003), remanded, 415 F.3d 44, 75 USPQ2d 1525 (D.C. Cir. 2005);
TMEP §§1203.03, 1203.03(c).

Applicant applied to register the mark STOP THE ISLAMIZATION OF AMERICA for “providing
information regarding understanding and preventing terrorism.”
The following two factors must be considered when determining whether matter may be disparaging under
Trademark Act Section 2(a):
(1)
What is the likely meaning of the matter in question, taking into account not only
dictionary definitions, but also the relationship of the matter to the other elements in the
mark, the nature of the goods and/or services, and the manner in which the mark is used in
the marketplace in connection with the goods and/or services; and
(2)
If that meaning is found to refer to identifiable persons, institutions, beliefs or
national symbols, whether that meaning may be disparaging to a substantial composite of
the referenced group.
Harjo, 50 USPQ2d at 1740-41; TMEP §1203.03(c).
The likely meaning of the term “ISLAMISATION” or “ISLAMIZATION” refers to the act of “convert[ing]
to Islam or [of] bring[ing] into a state of harmony or conformity with the principles and teachings of
Islam; giv[ing] an Islamic character or identity to.” Islam is “the religious faith of Muslims, based on the
words and religious system founded by the prophet Muhammad and taught by the Koran, the basic
principle of which is absolute submission to a unique and personal god, Allah.” See attached dictionary
definitions.
The applied-for mark refers to Muslims in a disparaging manner because by definition it implies that
conversion or conformity to Islam is something that needs to be stopped or caused to cease. See attached
dictionary definition.
The proposed mark further disparages Muslims because, taking into account the nature of the services
(“providing information regarding understanding and preventing terrorism”), it implies that Islam is
associated with violence and threats. See attached dictionary definition. The trademark examining
attorney refers to the excerpted articles from the LEXISNEXIS® computerized database referencing how
many Muslims view terrorists as illegitimate adherents of Islam. See attachments. Therefore, the
suggestion that Islam equates terrorism would be disparaging to a substantial group of Muslims.
Accordingly, the applied-for mark is refused under Section 2(a) because it consists of matter which may
disparage or bring into contempt or disrepute Muslims and the Islamic religion.
Although applicant’s mark has been refused registration, applicant may respond to the refusal by
submitting evidence and arguments in support of registration.
ADVISORY – APPLICANT MAY WISH TO SEEK TRADEMARK COUNSEL
Applicant may wish to hire an attorney to assist in prosecuting this application because of the legal
technicalities involved. The Office, however, cannot aid in the selection of an attorney. 37 C.F.R. §2.11. A
pplicant may wish to consult a local telephone directory for a listing of attorneys specializing in trademark
or intellectual property law, or seek guidance from a local bar association attorney-referral service.

If applicant has questions about the application or this Office action, please contact the assigned trademark
examining attorney at the telephone number below.

/Maria-Victoria Suarez/
Trademark Attorney
Law Office 102
571-272-9264
maria-victoria.suarez@uspto.gov

RESPOND TO THIS ACTION: Applicant should file a response to this Office action online using the
form at http://www.uspto.gov/teas/eTEASpageD.htm, waiting 48-72 hours if applicant received
notification of the Office action via e-mail. For technical assistance with the form, please e-mail
TEAS@uspto.gov. For questions about the Office action itself, please contact the assigned examining
attorney. Do not respond to this Office action by e-mail; the USPTO does not accept e-mailed
responses.
If responding by paper mail, please include the following information: the application serial number, the
mark, the filing date and the name, title/position, telephone number and e-mail address of the person
signing the response. Please use the following address: Commissioner for Trademarks, P.O. Box 1451,
Alexandria, VA 22313-1451.
STATUS CHECK: Check the status of the application at least once every six months from the initial
filing date using the USPTO Trademark Applications and Registrations Retrieval (TARR) online system
at http://tarr.uspto.gov. When conducting an online status check, print and maintain a copy of the
complete TARR screen. If the status of your application has not changed for more than six months, please
contact the assigned examining attorney.
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FIRST EDITION
SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 10A
LENGTH: 882 words
HEADLINE: 'Sinister Muslim' stereotype fades;
In film and on TV, Hollywood eases away from its terrorist standard
BYLINE: Souheila Al-Jadda
BODY:
Muslim voices are finally being heard by and from Hollywood, and it's in Tinseltown's best interest to
listen.
Negative stereotypes of Muslim characters date to at least the black-and-white era, but by the 1990s and
the end of the Cold War, one-dimensional Muslim terrorist characters were the generic "bad guy" in
countless movies and television shows, including True Lies ('94) and Executive Decision ('96). Even the
cartoon Aladdin ('92) portrayed villains with Middle Eastern accents while the hero and heroine had
standard American voices.
Such repeated portrayals have colored public perceptions of Muslims and Middle Easterners. The events
of 9/11 crystallized and, for some, affirmed the stereotype. But nearly a decade later, Hollywood seems to
be changing its tune toward Muslims and Arabs.
It's about time.
Recently, especially on television shows, Muslim characters are being treated differently. On 24, federal
agent Jack Bauer protects the U.S. against terrorist attacks, but those attacks aren't all coming from
stereotypical Muslim characters anymore.
Howard Gordon, executive producer of 24, recently appeared on a Link TV show I co-produced, Who
Speaks for Islam? Muslims on Screen. Asked why most terrorists on the show were Arab or Muslim he
said, "When we tried to make ... the terrorists Swedish terrorists, it was somewhat less convincing."
That was in the beginning. As public perceptions began to change in the wake of the Abu Ghraib prisoner
abuse scandal and other events, 24 had to evolve. Gordon said, "We began to realize that by portraying

Muslims strictly as terrorists on the show, we were ... unwittingly exploiting some of the fears of our
audience members."
Gordon acknowledged the responsibility he feels to represent America to the rest of the world. "I think
that the impact of our content or creative content is one of our greatest exports," he said. "It becomes a
very powerful instrument for understanding each other in this terrible ... divide we find ourselves in with
the Muslim world."
So 24 started creating more textured Muslim characters and showed its hero interacting with Muslims in
new ways. A female Arab agent became the acting head of the counterterrorism unit. Agent Jack Bauer
befriended an imam, whom he had originally accused of being a terrorist.
Other Hollywood shows and movies are making changes, too. Law & Order and CSI have begun
including Muslim characters that don't fit the terrorist stereotypes, and the CW's Aliens in America
followed the story of a Muslim exchange student from Pakistan living with an American Christian host
family in Wisconsin. Several recent movies have also offered deeper and more nuanced views of
Muslims, even while exploring the complex subjects of war and terrorism.
Perhaps pressure from Muslim Americans and Muslims who work in the movie industry has helped
encourage Hollywood to make changes.
Kamran Pasha wrote for the Showtime program Sleeper Cell, in which an African-American Muslim FBI
agent infiltrates a cell of terrorists. On Who Speaks for Islam?, Pasha said he criticized the show during
his job interview. He critiqued a scene in which two Muslim terrorists are talking to each other at a
urinal.
"This is something that most people who are not Muslim don't know," Pasha said. "Most religious and
conservative Muslim men don't like to pee standing up. They consider it as unclean." The creators of
Sleeper Cell were apparently looking for this kind of advice. Pasha said of his critique, "I think that was
the moment I got the job."
Some Muslim and Arab actors are turning down roles that reinforce negative stereotypes. Ahmed Ahmed,
an actor and comedian, began refusing terrorist roles after going on the Hajj pilgrimage. Instead, he looks
for ways "to enlighten people through humor."
The same is true for Maz Jobrani. He plays Dr. Bhamba on the ABC sitcom Better Off Ted. He also
played Mohammed, a good-guy federal agent in the 2005 thriller The Interpreter. Jobrani said when it
comes to "Middle Easterners and Muslims, you tend to see only the negative. And so that's where I've
made the stance and why I've said, 'No more.' I don't audition anymore for terrorist roles."
Muslim advocacy groups are also helping to transform Hollywood. Two such organizations -- the Muslim
Public Affairs Council and the Council on American-Islamic Relations -- first approached Gordon about
the portrayals of Muslims on 24 and persuaded him to make adjustments. Muslims On Screen and
Television (MOST), a non-profit resource center, provides research and information about Muslims to
Hollywood insiders.
But change in a huge, complex, multibillion dollar industry remains random and slow. Some Hollywood
productions still rely on or even exploit stereotypes. In 2008, Witless Protection included a scene in which
"Larry the Cable Guy" calls a Middle Eastern hotel clerk a "pamper head." But this kind of slur seems to
be less common today.
Maybe Hollywood is finally listening to Muslim voices because they have to. The Pew Research Center
issued a recent report showing that Muslims now make up nearly a quarter of the world's population.

And we buy movie tickets, too.
Souheila Al-Jadda is co-producer of the Who Speaks for Islam series on Link TV and a member of USA
TODAY's board of contributors.
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SECTION: LIVING; Pg. 8
LENGTH: 1005 words
HEADLINE: Muslims work to retake 'jihad' from extremists;
Word doesn't denote violence, they say
BYLINE: By Omar Sacirbey, Religion News Service
BODY:
The end to Ani Zonneveld's "jihad" on "jihad" came during an episode of "Desperate Housewives," when
Lynette (Felicity Huffman) discovers she has cancer and throws a stone at a possum.
"Look at yourself," replies her husband, Tom. "You've declared jihad on a possum."
"At that point," said Zonneveld, the co-director of the advocacy group Muslims for Progressive Values, "I
think it is too late to redefine the true meaning of jihad."
Strictly speaking, "jihad" is supposed to mean an inner struggle toward holiness. But for many Americans,
the term connotes holy war, especially when militant groups like al-Qaida vow to wage jihad against the
United States.
Zonneveld's frustration with how "jihad" has come to be associated with violence reflects a concern
among many Muslim Americans who believe various Islamic terms are being misused by the media and
politicians, and co-opted by Muslim extremists and anti-Muslim critics.
Not only does such misuse disparage the faith and undercut moderate followers, they say, it also
unwittingly gives legitimacy to Muslim extremists.

"The real key is not to afford (terrorists) the name of Islam and not legitimize them that way," said
Ahmed Rehab, a spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations, stressing that terrorists
represented only a tiny fraction of the Muslim world.
"By calling terrorists Islamic, we're saying that this tiny contingency is the one whose interpretation of
Islam is Islam, and everyone else doesn't matter."
While Muslim Americans have made this argument for years, U.S. government officials have only
recently adopted it. In March, the National Counterterrorism Center drafted a memo for the State
Department urging diplomats to drop words like "jihadists" or "mujahedeen" (those engaged in jihad)
when describing terrorists because it "unintentionally legitimizes their actions." The Department of
Homeland Security issued similar recommendations in January.
"We should not concede the terrorists' claim that they are legitimate adherents of Islam," said the report,
which has not been made public but was obtained by the Associated Press.
Rehab suggested an alternative: "neo-Kharajite," an Arabic term that means "outlaw." It was used to
describe an uprising against (and ultimate assassination of) the Fourth Caliph Ali in the seventh century.
Like al-Qaida and other modern terrorist groups, Rehab said, the Kharajites held rigid, literalist
interpretations of Islam and reserved the right of "takfir" -- judging someone as having abandoned the
faith and deserving of death.
Many Muslim Americans worry that critics of Islam have purposefully misused Islamic terms in a way
that incites suspicion and hostility. The word "madrassa," for example, simply means school. But to many
Americans, madrassa denotes a religious school, and one that produces extremists bent on martyrdom.
Critics have used madrassa to attack the school that Sen. Barack Obama attended as a child in Indonesia.
Other terms that Muslim Americans feel have been misused include:
-- Taqqiya: The word means "dissimulation," and refers to a dispensation allowing Muslims to conceal
their faith when threatened. Critics say the taqqiya concept encourages Muslims to lie for the cause of
Islam, and is cited as an example of alleged Muslim deceitfulness.
-- Dhimmi: The word means protected subject and refers to non-Muslims living under Muslim rule.
Critics say the word means subjugated subject, and warn that Muslims intend to turn all non-Muslims
into second-class citizens.
-- Taliban: The plural form of talib, or student, the word to most Americans evokes the militant politicalreligious Taliban movement in Afghanistan.
While few Americans know the meaning of such words, even well-known expressions can be used to
evoke hostility or make Muslims seem less American. The Arabic word Allah, for example, simply
translates as God, but is used by critics of Islam to refer to the deity worshipped by Muslims.
"People think that somehow giving God a different name makes it a different God, other than a Jewish or
a Christian God," said Becky Schulthies, a linguistics expert at Brigham Young University who has lived
in Morocco and Lebanon. "Instead of praying to God, people see Muslims praying to Allah. It's an
othering process."
It's unclear whether the government's lexicon changes will be actually be adopted by government
officials. Republican presidential candidate Sen. John McCain, for one, has defended his campaign's use
of the term "Islamic terrorist." His campaign did not reply to a calls from a reporter.
The recommended lexicon changes have been derided by their critics as bowing to political correctness.

Former Republican Sen. Rick Santorum argued in the Philadelphia Inquirer recently that using "terrorist"
without "Islamic" was "misleading."
"We are at war only with terrorists motivated by Islam who view themselves as true followers, as selfdescribed holy warriors," said Santorum, now a senior fellow at a Washington think tank.
Muslim Americans have generally welcomed the proposed language changes, but many are also taking
matters into their own hands.
Shabir Mansuri, a longtime Muslim activist in southern California, started the Council on Islamic
Education nearly 20 years ago to help schools more accurately teach about Islam. Among other lessons on
its Web site, Mansuri's group says a better alternative to jihad is "harabah," which means unlawful
violence. Because Muslims view jihad as something that can only be good, calling terrorists "jihadists" is
akin to calling them heroes.
Other Muslims have taken their lexicon battle onto YouTube. In one eight-minute video, two Muslims
address misunderstandings of the words madrassa, talib, and kaffir, which refers to "unbelievers."
Still other Muslims, citing what they say is increasing anti-Muslim sentiment in America, have come to
view such efforts as useless.
"The fight over the word 'jihad' was over a long time ago," wrote Manan Ahmed of Chicago in an e-mail.
"The fight is now over the word Muslim."
GRAPHIC: ANI ZONNEVELD VIA RELIGION NEWS SERVICE
Ani Zonneveld, a co-director of the advocacy group Muslims for Progressive Values, is trying to reclaim
Islamic terms like 'jihad' and 'madrassa' from extremist groups. [xxxxx]
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SECTION: Pg. 4(1) Vol. 46 No. 4 ISSN: 0027-8939
ACC-NO: 214894698

LENGTH: 345 words
HEADLINE: A year later, Muslims refuse to bury terrorists' bodies;
IN THE BEGINNING
BODY:
NEW DELHI * A year after nine Islamist terrorists were shot dead following a three-day rampage in
Mumbai that killed 166 people at two luxury hotels and a Jewish center, the bodies of the men lie
unclaimed in a hospital morgue.
The bodies of the Lashkar-e-Taiba militants from Pakistan remain in the morgue of the state-run Sir J.J.
Hospital in south Mumbai, where they were initially taken for autopsies.
Mumbai police are in a difficult position after Indian Muslim groups refused to provide burial plots for
the nine suspected terrorists;Pakistani officials have not responded to requests from India's Ministry of
External Affairs to bring the bodies home to Pakistan.
Traditionally, Muslim bodies are wrapped in a simple shroud and buried quickly, usually within 24 hours.
Two days after the gunmen were killed, the Jama Masjid Trust, which manages Muslim cemeteries in
Mumbai, said the terrorists were not true followers of Islam and therefore they could not be buried on
their land. The Muslim Council of India and-the influential Darnl Uloom Islamic seminary in India's
northern Uttar Pradesh state supported that decision.
The trust's position reflects Indian Muslims' sentiment against terrorism, said Zafarul Islam Khan,
president of the All India Muslim Majlis-e-Mushawarat. "The bodies should be thrown into the Arabian
Sea," Khan said, anger evident in his voice. He added that the government could simply bury them on land
that is not consecrated as a Muslim cemetery.
Some Muslim groups, however, are unhappy with the denial of burialrites.
"It is all right to express anger against the act of the terrorists, which was highly condemnable," said
Imam Umair Ahmed Ilyasi, secretary general of the All India Organization of Imams of Mosques,
whichrepresents some 500,000 imams, or Muslim spiritual leaders, across India. All Muslims should be
allowed burial in keeping with Islamic law and basic human dignity, he said.
"After all, their souls have left--we only have their bodies," he said. "Whatever they did will be judged and
punished by God."
--Religion News Service
LOAD-DATE: January 23, 2010
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SECTION: METRO; Pg. B07
DISTRIBUTION: Maryland
LENGTH: 614 words
HEADLINE: Cremation Is the Answer For Mumbai Terrorists
BODY:
Below is an excerpt from "On Faith," an Internet feature sponsored by The Washington Post and
Newsweek. Each week, more than 50 figures from the world of faith engage in a conversation about an
aspect of religion. This week's includes a posting by Leor Halevi.
Recently the Muslim Council of India sent an important message to the world's Muslims. It asked one of
the country's largest Muslim graveyards, Marine Lines Bada Qabrastan, where unclaimed bodies are
often interred, to deny burial rites to the nine men who died after terrorizing Mumbai. Refusal to bury the
terrorists in a Muslim cemetery signifies not just that terrorist attacks are un-Islamic, a contention often
heard, but that their perpetrators become, by carrying out these acts, non-Muslim. "They cannot be
Muslims or followers of Islam," declared Muslim Council President Ibrahim Tai, "so they cannot have a
final resting place anywhere on sacred Mother India."
The question then arises, what should India do with the dead bodies?
Options range from repatriating the terrorists to Pakistan, where apparently they were trained, to
dumping the corpses at sea, naked and far from India's shores. The Muslim Council has said it does not
care what happens to them, as long as they are disposed of outside of India.
A failure to handle the bodies properly might exacerbate tensions between India and Pakistan, and lead to
Muslim-Hindu acrimony. Yet the government cannot just leave the dead for eternity in the Sir J.J.
Hospital mortuary. It must act soon and decisively, so as not to squander a precious opportunity to make a
powerful symbolic statement against terrorism.
Shipping the bodies to Pakistan may seem like a good idea, a way to say to that country, "Here, deal with
your terrorists." But Pakistan might well grant the terrorists a Muslim burial. Indians would become
furious, and foreign relations between the countries would further deteriorate.
Another option for the Muslim Council to entertain is a symbolic inversion of Islamic death rituals.

Normally, Muslims who die an ordinary death are wrapped in shrouds, which envelop the entire body.
They are deposited in the grave on their right side and facing Mecca, the direction of Muslim prayers, and
ideally a community of 40 or more Muslims gathers to intercede with God on their behalf. Martyrs
undergo different treatment. According to the Shari'a, they should be buried in the battlefield in whatever
clothes they were wearing at the time of death, with dirt, bloodstains, and all. They need no funerary
prayer to enjoy the afterlife. Martyrdom alone guarantees their salvation. Terrorists would rejoice at the
prospect of burial outside of a Muslim cemetery, in their old clothes and without a prayer, for such a
fashion of corpse disposal actually resembles what Islamic law prescribes for martyrs.
Cremating the dead and scattering the ashes in international waters, as Israel did after executing Adolf
Eichmann in 1962, is the best option. Because Islamic law opposes cremation for Muslims, who believe
in the physical resurrection of the body, incineration alone would signify a non-Muslim way of disposing
of the dead. The ritual would have special significance for India's Muslims, who know that the country's
Hindus, Jains and Buddhists favor this form of corpse disposal. Depositing the ashes at sea would prevent
the establishment of a memorial for the deceased, and it would convey the view that terrorism is an
international problem.
-- Leor Halevi, professor of history, Vanderbilt University
To read the complete essay and see more "On Faith" commentary, hosted by Jon Meacham and Sally
Quinn, go to http://newsweek.washingtonpost.com/onfaith.
GRAPHIC: IMAGE; Professor Leor Halevi says the ashes should be scattered at sea.
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SECTION: MUSIC, ART & CULTURE; Pg. 19 Vol. 24 No. 1167
ACC-NO: 58633
LENGTH: 1472 words
HEADLINE: Arab culture and Muslim stereotypes

BYLINE: Emery, James.
Professor James Emery is an anthropologist and journalist who has traveled extensively around the world
conducting research and interviews. He lectures on Afghan and Arab culture, cross-cultural
communication, and other topics. Reprinted from the Middle East Times, June 17, 2008.
BODY:
ABSTRACT
The press rarely reports stories about "Christian" extremists, "Catholic" terrorists, or "Protestant"
fanatics, but regularly use the terms "Islamic" or "Muslim" as adjectives for terrorists.
The fall of Jerusalem to Islam in 638 AD. and the subsequent exploits of the Crusaders between 1095 and
1291 escalated the level of mistrust and hostility between Christians and Muslims. Throughout Europe,
the cry went out to drive out the "infidel," despite the fact that Jerusalem is the third holiest city in Islam
(after Mecca and Medina), and that sacred Christian shrines were also revered by Muslims.
The press rarely reports stories about "Christian" extremists, "Catholic" terrorists, or "Protestant"
fanatics, but regularly use the terms "Islamic" or "Muslim" as adjectives for terrorists.
FULL TEXT
As a professor of anthropology in the United States, I often begin my college lectures on Islamic culture
by asking students to write three adjectives to describe Arabs. Most responses include the word terrorists,
an association they see and hear in the media.
News stories, television shows and movies rarely show Arabs, Iranians, or other Muslims in a positive
light. Casting individuals associated with specific negative stereotypes requires less character
development, because the audience spontaneously associates the actor with their alleged traits.
But the media's repetitious use of typecasting reinforces stereotypes, feeding an endless cycle of
distortions. This is nothing new; movies and television shows have always relied on negative portrayals of
minorities and other groups.
The press rarely reports stories about "Christian" extremists, "Catholic" terrorists, or "Protestant"
fanatics, but regularly use the terms "Islamic" or "Muslim" as adjectives for terrorists.
It's doubtful that many people in the United States know that Timothy McVeigh, the terrorist who blew
up the Alfred P. Murrow Federal Building in Oklahoma City in 1995, was Baptist. The explosion killed
168 people, but none of the news stories said "Baptist Bomber" Timothy McVeigh, perhaps because his
faith was not a factor in the attack. Regardless of motives, had he been a Muslim, everyone would have
known, because it would have received extensive coverage in the print and electronic media.
The mere mention of Islam tends to generate an immediate negative reaction from many people in the
West who associate it with terrorism, hostages, and the explosive situation in the Middle East. The attack
on the World Trade Center and the ongoing conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Palestinian Territories
tend to confirm Western suspicions. The image is clear, and so are the prejudices.
There are over 1 billion Muslims throughout the world who are not terrorists, stretching from Singapore
to Nigeria and from the United States to the Central Asian republics. Radical terrorist groups may be of
Christian, Jewish, Muslim or Hindu persuasion. Their religion is irrelevant: first and foremost they are

terrorists who often cloak their actions in a cause, sometimes adding the veil of nationalism or religion to
justify their crimes. Most terrorists are self-serving thugs, more concerned about gaining power and
influence than helping the people or the cause they supposedly represent.
Osama bin Laden and the late Saddam Hussein would occasionally link their barbaric behavior to the
Palestinian cause in an effort to rally support among Muslims when their popularity was waning or to give
after-the-fact legitimacy to wanton acts of violence. In reality, neither of them cared about the Palestinian
people, who were merely convenient pawns to be used in the chess game of public opinion.
Bin Laden, al-Qaeda, the Taliban, and similar rogues are bad Muslims, but Islam should not be tarnished
by their misdeeds any more than Catholics should be associated with past terrorist acts of the Irish
Republican Army.
The misunderstanding of Islam did not start with the attack on the World Trade Center, the fall of the shah
of Iran, nor the first car bomb that exploded in Beirut. The religion has been misunderstood since its
earliest beginnings when Muhammad was scorned by the Jewish and Christian communities he tried to
convert.
The fall of Jerusalem to Islam in 638 AD. and the subsequent exploits of the Crusaders between 1095 and
1291 escalated the level of mistrust and hostility between Christians and Muslims. Throughout Europe,
the cry went out to drive out the "infidel," despite the fact that Jerusalem is the third holiest city in Islam
(after Mecca and Medina), and that sacred Christian shrines were also revered by Muslims.
Animosity understandably grew as Islamic armies swept through the Byzantine Empire, Spain, and
Eastem Europe, twice being repelled at the gates of Vienna after violent battles with Christian forces in
1529 and 1683. During this period Muslims were depicted as sinister characters, capable of unspeakable
deeds. Works by Dante, Voltaire, and other European writers extended this image over the centuries.
Arguably, Jews, Christians, and Muslims-all worship the same God, though each group calls its God by a
different name. Muslims believe that God (Allah) chose messengers or prophets to communicate his
word. These prophets, starting with Adam and ending with Muhammad, include the Judeo-Christian
prophets Abraham, Moses, Elijah, and Jesus. Muslims do not worship Muhammad, nor do they believe in
the divinity of Jesus, Muhammad, or any of the prophets.
Islam is closer to Christianity than any other major religion, yet most Christians know very little about it.
Many think of it as pagan, strange, or exotic. Misconceptions continue, in part, because many Muslims
dress, act, or talk differently than Christians in the West. Muslims, like Christians, come from a crosssection of races, cultures, and nationalities.
Over 40 countries have Muslim majorities; dozens more have significant Muslim populations ranging
from 100,000 to 140 million. Islam is associated with Arabs and the Middle East, though Arabs account
for only 20 percent of its followers, and in ranking order the three largest Islamic countries are Indonesia,
Pakistan, and Bangladesh.
About 90 percent of Muslims are of the Sunni sect. The Shi'a, who account for about 10 percent of
Muslims, are concentrated in Iran, Iraq, Azerbaijan, Bahrain and Lebanon. There are also sizeable
minorities of Shi'a living in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Syria, Yemen,
Turkey and other countries. The schism between Sunni and Shi'a increased to the point that they often see
each other as separate religions, rather than distinct sects within Islam.
The emergence of the extreme fundamentalist government of the Ayatollah Khomeini following the
capitulation of the shah of Iran in 1979 caused a resurgence of hostility toward Islam in the West that has
continued through the current leadership of President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. The revolution in Iran was

unique, as Shi'a religious leaders have traditionally held a political role that is generally absent among
their Sunni counterparts.
Arab values are significantly different than Western stereotypes. Arabs consider hospitality, generosity,
good manners, loyalty, honor, reputation, respect for elders, love of children and unconditional support of
family and friends to be essential traits. These ideals are shared by the collectivist cultures of Africa, Asia
and the Middle. East that focus on the group: the nuclear and extended family, friends and coworkers,
community and nation.
While all of these virtuous qualities are esteemed in Western culture as well, the degree of their influence
is far less than in collectivist cultures. Western cultures are individualistic, with an all-consuming focus on
self.
One can travel through the countries of Asia, Africa and the Middle East and never feel like a stranger,
thanks to the hospitality and kindness of the people. These traits are programmed from birth through
enculturation, the process by which a society transmits culture from one generation to the next. The needs
of others are deemed more important than the desires of the individual.
Muslims would like to see a more balanced and realistic depiction of themselves in Western media that
includes positive aspects of their culture. The media has tremendous power to influence public Opinion,
shaping hearts and minds.
In the interest of breaking down the barriers of prejudice, it is time that Hollywood and other movie
studios modify their use of distorted stereotypes and that the Western press, politicians, and public stop
thinking of Islamic as another word for terrorism.
SIDEBAR
The press rarely reports stories about "Christian" extremists, "Catholic" terrorists, or "Protestant"
fanatics, but regularly use the terms "Islamic" or "Muslim" as adjectives for terrorists.
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HEADLINE: Turnout for Muslim forum defies terrorists' desires
BYLINE: Herald editorial staff
BODY:
It was an impressive number of Mid-Columbians that turned out the other night to learn more about the
Muslim world.
The community forum on Islam at the Tri-Tech Skills Center in Kennewick drew nearly 200 people who
wanted to learn more about what Muslims really believe.
We're hoping it was the start of a lasting dialogue between Muslims and other members of our
community.
Muslims number more than 1 billion worldwide. They don't deserve to be defined by the violent few
who have subverted the religion to justify their terrorist acts.
President Bush issued a poignant reminder of that fact in the wake of the terrorists attacks on America on
Sept. 11, 2001.
"The face of the terrorist is not the true faith of Islam. That's not what Islam is all about. Islam is peace.
These terrorists don't represent peace, they represent evil and war," he said.
"When we think of Islam, we think of a faith that brings comfort to a billion people around the world.
Billions of people find comfort and solace and peace. And that's made brothers and sisters out of every
race, out of every race.
"America counts millions of Muslims amongst our citizens, and Muslims make an incredibly valuable
contribution to our country," Bush added.
Unfortunately, the rest of America's acceptance of those millions of our countrymen is undermined each
time a terrorist lashes out.
Resisting the prejudices such acts promote isn't just the right thing to do, it's essential in the war against
terrorism. Anything that widens the gap between the Muslim world and the West serves the interests of
violent extremists.
The opposite is true. Closing the gap helps defeat al-Qaida and other terrorists.
The sponsors of this month's forum on Muslim beliefs and the folks who showed up may not think of
themselves as freedom fighters, but we do.
LOAD-DATE: January 27, 2010

59 of 99 DOCUMENTS

Copyright 2009 Oroville Mercury Register
All Rights Reserved
Oroville Mercury Register (California)
November 20, 2009 Friday
SECTION: NEWS; Local
LENGTH: 603 words
HEADLINE: From the Pulpit: 'Not all Muslims are radical terrorists'
BYLINE: By JACK CHINN
BODY:
It is time to make a public response regarding the issue of political correctness so widely disseminated in
the various publications, especially since the slaughter at Fort Hood of 13 innocent victims by a Muslim
terrorist who had infiltrated the army as an officer in the U.S. military, thus covering his real identity.
His present and past actions have been justified and interpreted by many who consider his murderous
conduct was due to a stress syndrome that triggered the psychological outburst of violence caused by the
nature of his work as a U.S. Army psychiatrist, attributing it to the stress he was under and excusing his
Muslim religion with excuses of "political correctness," (a term in current use as a convenient way to
avoid reporting the truth of what it really is -- Muslim terrorism -- and this instance, utilized to avoid the
facts that would reveal his religious beliefs for fear of possibly offending other members of that faith
simply because they are also Muslims by nationality and/or birth who may be innocent of any
wrongdoing.
This individual proved by his acts of indiscriminate murder that he was an admitted radical Muslim.
Many excused his actions as an individual who was suffering from psychological syndromes which caused
his sudden mental breakdown under a stress that triggered the terrorism. As a result, many who reported
on the incident used political correctness to justify a defense of his commission of murder carried out in
the name of God. (As evidenced when he shouted the radical terrorist battle cry, "Allah Achba" (God be
praised).
This videotaped statement was broadcast by Al Jazzera on Feb. 23, 1998 less than three years before the
attack and loss of thousands of lives in the terrorist destruction of the Twin Towers. These Muslims who
are "Jihadists" openly declared a religious war with the main objective: to kill all Christians and
Americans.
"We issue the following Fatwa to all Muslims: The ruling is to kill all Americans and their Allies, civilian
and military, is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do so in any country where it is possible to
do it. We, the God's (Allah's) help, call on every Muslim who believes in Allah and wishes to be
rewarded to comply with Allah's order to kill Americans and plunder their money whenever they find it."

Signed, World Islamic Front.
Thank God there was one Muslim leader's voice who has made a plea for sanity. Muslim leader Kabbani,
the founder of the As-Siddig Institute and Mosque in Michigan, an opponent of Islamic fundamentalism,
declared; "That fundamentalist sects such as the Wahabi and other terrorist groups were infiltrating
American mosques and discouraging religious tolerance practicing what Kabbani called a distorted
version of Islam. They have conspired to take our mosques in America in order to create an ideology."
Terrorist groups such as Wahabi and Al Queda are not led by the followers of Islam, Kabbani argued.
Our hats are off to you, sir, for helping to revive the tolerance that keeps the principle which peaceful
Muslims, Jewish and Christian believers have of non-violence, tolerance and respect toward one another's
faith.
Americans need to always make a distinction between peaceful and radical Muslims. Responsible people
should discern the difference as our nation's officials seek out the terrorists in the threat that exists in our
midst without condemning all Muslims in the process.
Jack Chinn is a retired Air Force officer, missionary, pastor and author of "The Cross, the Star, the
Crescent versus Radical Islam," and other titles. He can be contacted at jackchinn72@hotmail.com
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Raheel Siddiq is a wife, mother and part-time nutritionist from the Basking Ridge section of Bernards. She
also is a Muslim, originally from Pakistan.
Siddiq said that as a Muslim-American woman she has confronted a clash of values, a lack of
understanding and fear in the face of prejudice.
While many find it a struggle to practice their faith, Muslims have a name for it [UTF8]C297[/UTF8]
jihad. Terrorists have twisted that term, as well as the Quranic verses that inspired it, for socio-political
gain, Siddiq said.
"It doesn't mean "holy war,' " she said. "It means personal, inner struggle to practice one's faith. My
personal jihad is something I go through every day as a Muslim, as a mother trying to instill my values in
my children, and as a woman living in America."
Terrorists not only hijacked airplanes on Sept. 11, 2001, they also hijacked Islam, several Central Jersey
Muslims said.
Siddiq is one of many who spend their spare time volunteering with Muslim organizations to foster
understanding of their faith in the wake of the terrorist attacks.
Those organizations include The Center for Understanding Islam in her hometown, the Bridgewater-based
charity Muslims Against Hunger, and her mosque, the Muslim Center of Middlesex County in
Piscataway.
Despite the work of such organizations and of individuals like Siddiq, New Jersey ranked among the top
10 for Muslim civil rights complaints, according to a 2007 report of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations in Washington, D.C.
In 2006, CAIR processed a total of 2,647 such complaints, a 25 percent increase from the previous year,
and 167 reports of anti-Muslim hate crimes, a 9 percent increase, the report indicated (see
www.cair.com/CivilRights/ CivilRightsReports.aspx).
The New Jersey chapter of CAIR is dealing with 15 civil rights complaints in Middlesex, Somerset, Union
and Hunterdon counties, spokeswoman Afsheen Shamsi said. After a post-9/11 calm, cases in New Jersey
went up last year, Shamsi said, when a plot by members of a South Jersey mosque to attack Fort Dix was
thwarted by the FBI and other law enforcement agencies.
The majority of Muslims don't condone those actions, Shamsi said. Since 2004, she said, the Council on
American-Islamic Relations has circulated an online petition denouncing terrorism. She said more than
700,000 Muslims and non-Muslims have signed the petition, which is called "Not in the Name of Islam"
(http://islam.about.com/cs/currentevents/ a/petition.htm).
"Something positive'
"People make assumptions that all Muslims are terrorists," Shamsi said. "A document recently was
released by the White House discouraging the use of the term "Islamic terrorists.' We believe this is not
the right terminology to use, because it links something very positive, like Islam, with the word "terrorist
.' Islam has opposed terrorism and violence throughout history. The Quran talks about the sanctity of
human life and that to preserve one life is like saving all of humanity."
Among the easiest targets of prejudice, Shamsi said, are Muslim women like Siddiq, who wear a hijab or
head covering.
Hijab is more than a scarf, Siddiq said. In Arabic, it means "veil of modesty," she said.

"To Muslims, religion is our first priority," Siddiq said. "I feel that this scarf that I wear brings me closer
to God. But I never was forced to wear this, not even in Pakistan. I do it by choice. I try to pass that
tradition down to my three daughters, but I don't force them to wear it, just like I wasn't forced to by my
family."
Barbara Ahmed of Old Bridge not only wears hijab but is Muslim by choice. Raised a Catholic, she
converted to Islam on Nov. 11, 2001, nine years after her second marriage [UTF8]C297[/UTF8] to
Egyptian husband, Khaled [UTF8]C297[/UTF8] and two months after the terrorist attacks. But neither
the marriage nor the attacks had anything to do with her conversion, she said.
"In my heart, I had actually converted two months before 9/11, but I wanted to be sure," Ahmed said. "I
actually was very upset that day, and it almost didn't happen. But then it was explained to me that Islam
didn't condone the 9/11 act, so I just carried on.
"I always say that I didn't covert to Islam, Islam converted me," she continued. "I said to myself, "If I ever
become anything other than Christian, let it be through God and not man.' That's what I believe Allah did.
My husband never forced me to do anything. We talked about it. He influenced me, possibly. But I believe
it was from God."
Despite being born a non-Muslim American, Ahmed said, she has faced several instances of
discrimination. She said she believes they were a reaction to the hijab she always wears in public.
The incidents included a teenager hurling a racial epithet at her and her two daughters, while she picked
them up from Sunday school and comments, such as, "Oh, look at the lost soul," and "Hello, terrorist."
Ahmed said that two men she encountered at a laundromat continually gave her and her oldest daughter,
Mona, now 14, dirty looks and muttered disparaging remarks.
"I just ignored them," Ahmed said. "Most times it doesn't bother me, because people are ignorant and
don't know any better. If they hate me, that's life. But that time, my daughter got upset and called them
losers."
Muslim parents get upset when their children face discrimination, Siddiq said.
Media depiction of Muslims often perpetuates the terrorist stereotype, both Siddiq and Ahmed said.
"My daughters would see that on TV and they would become afraid," Siddiq said. "They would ask me,
"Do people think we're terrorists?' As they grew older, they realized how wrong this was, but when they
were little, they were afraid."
"TV is the worst'
Ahmed added, "TV is the worst thing. That bothers me when they say things against Islam."
Another young Muslim, Maryann Haque, 14, of Edison, said she does not feel comfortable wearing her
hijab as a freshman at J.P. Stevens High School, but she does wear it when she attends her mosque in
Piscataway.
Haque said she plans to study journalism and pursue a media career, hoping to shed an objective light on
Muslims.
"I think it's really biased the way they treat them always on one side," Haque said. "They're always
portrayed as people who are terrorists and bombers. We're not bad people.
"I think it would be a good idea if more Muslims went into media so that they could show their
perspective and have a say in society," she continued. "Being a journalist is a big part of where people get

their information. But in the Muslim community, that's not happening."
More than half of the Central Jersey civil rights cases involve delays of U.S. citizenship and permanent
residence, Shamshi said. Imam Raouf Zaman, the spiritual leader of the Muslim Center of Middlesex
County in Piscataway, is facing a similar situation.
Zaman is awaiting renewal of work and travel authorization papers that expire soon. He said he has been
waiting five years for permanent residency.
"Before 9/11, it wouldn't have taken this long to have these papers processed," said Zaman, who hails
from Guyana in South America. "Something must be wrong."
Advised by his attorney not to leave the country, in order to avoid immigration hassles, Zaman is unable to
lead members of his congregation on an annual pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia. He said he is
confident that the matter will be resolved soon.
The Muslim Center of Middlesex County recently held an outreach event called "Glimpses of Islam" that
aimed at educating local non-Muslims about the faith, including its denouncement of terrorism. The
Center for Understanding Islam frequently organizes similar events.
"What is good for America is good for Muslims," said M. Ali Chaudry, who founded the Center for
Understanding Islam soon after 9/11. "We want to reach out to our neighbors."
You can read "My Jihad," an essay by Raheel Siddiq, a Muslim wife, mother and part-time nutritionist
from the Basking Ridge section of Bernards, at www.MyCentralJersey.com/facesofislam.
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Byline: Sara A. Carter, THE WASHINGTON TIMES
Muslims are the main victims of al Qaeda's deadly terrorist attacks against the West, despite claims by
the group's leaders that only afew Muslims have died in the organization's global war against Westerners,
according to a study by the Combating Terrorism Center at WestPoint, N.Y.
In 2007, al Qaeda's second in command, Ayman al-Zawahri said in a document he wrote called the The
Power of Truth that we haven't killed the innocents; not in Baghdad, nor in Morocco, nor in Algeria, nor
anywhere else. And if there is any innocent who was killed in the mujahedeen's operations, then it was
either an unintentional error, or out of necessity.
The report, published in December by Scott Helfstein, Nassar Abdullah and Mohammad al-Obaidi,
scholars at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point center, concluded that al Qaeda has done just the
oppositeand that the group's terrorist actions from 2004 to 2008 led to morenon-Western deaths than
Western killings and have turned many of Islam's faithful against the extremist group.
The fact is that the vast majority of al Qaeda's victims are Muslims: The analysis here shows that only 15
percent of the fatalities resulting from al Qaeda attacks between 2004 and 2008 were Westerners,
according to the report, titled
Deadly Vanguards: A Study of Al Qaeda's Violence Against Muslims.
Many victims of al Qaeda and its affiliates have been Muslim, and people in the Muslim world know that.
This explains why many Muslims deplore al Qaeda, and why you see more Muslim voices these days
expressing strong opposition to al Qaeda and the ideology it espouses, thereport states.
Despite numerous warnings and ongoing public debates about the indiscriminate use of violence, al Qaeda
remains committed to its current tactics as displayed by the steady stream of Muslim fatalities from2006
to 2008.
The study, which focused on al Qaeda violence from 2004 to 2008, stated that only 15 percent of the 3,010
victims killed in al Qaeda-related attacks were Western.
The research also found that during the period from 2006 to 2008, only 2 percent (12 of 661 victims) were
from the West, and the remaining 98 percent of those killed were inhabitants of countries with Muslim
majorities.
During this period, a person of non-Western origin was 54 times more likely to die in an al Qaeda attack
than an individual from the West, the report states. The overwhelming majority of al Qaeda victims are
Muslims living in Muslim countries, and many are citizens of Iraq, which suffered more al Qaeda attacks
than any other country courtesy of the al Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) affiliate.
The researchers of the study used Arabic media sources to study the victims of al Qaeda's violence
through a nonprism. Researchers saidit was to avoid accusations of bias associated with Western news
outlets or U.S. datasets.
Al Qaeda and sympathizers consistently argue that Western media outlets are no more than propaganda
machines, and therefore, any reports or data they release distort facts or lack accuracy, the researchers

said.
The recent killings of seven CIA officers in Afghanistan's easternprovince of Khost by Jordanian-born
bomber and double agent Humam Khalil Abu-Mulal al-Balawi was the most significant al Qaeda attack
on a Western group this year. However, overall, U.S. intelligence officials agree with the report's findings
that al Qaeda attacks have takenmany more Muslim lives than those they target.
Many victims of al Qaeda and its affiliates have been Muslim, and people in the Muslim world know that,
a U.S. counterterrorism official told The Washington Times.
This explains why many Muslims deplore al Qaeda, and why you see more Muslim voices these days
expressing strong opposition to al Qaedaand the ideology it espouses, the counterterrorism official said.
An al Qaeda video released after the death of al-Balawi urges jihadists to strike U.S. targets.
Retired Army Maj. Gen. Timothy M. Haake said in an interview that al Qaeda's inability to control
civilian deaths is what turned the Sunni tribes against them in Iraq and it may work against them in
Afghanistan as well, but it's not certain.
Civilian casualties soured their [al Qaeda] relationship in Iraq, Gen. Haake said. It is their Achilles' heel.
It was one of the psychological and moral underpinnings used by [Gen. David H.] Petreaus to create the
Anbar Awakening, which divided al Qaeda from the Sunni tribes in Anbar province.
As with the Anbar Awakening, also known as the Sons of Iraq, whichstarted in 2005 among the Sunni
tribes in Anbar province, the top commander in Afghanistan, Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal, and Gen.
Petreausare hoping to create the conditions so that tribal leaders will stepup to provide security in
Afghanistan.>> 001601889000023335
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